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About the Play and Author

Plautus was the most m:oommmmc_ of all the Roman comic| play-
wrights. Twenty of his plays have survived to this day. The| plays
are all adaptations from the Greek New Comedy, a comedy of
manners which succeeded the more boisterous, bawdyl, and
harshly satirical works of Aristophanes and his 5th Century; B. C.
contemporaries. .

Plautine farce, as in The Menaechmi, finds much of its comic
appeal in what came to be stock devices; the artificial situation,
a lie or mistake which is always clear to the audience; instead of
surprise the comic irony of watching other characters who do
not know. .

Plautus apparently wrote as he did partly in consideration |of his
audience. Rome at this time was at war in Greece and Asia Minor.
The returning soldiers wanted relaxation through a Ssmom farce
plot of scheming, suspense, and action that always turned out
well in the end. Virtue triumphs. Primary concerns mmmBKo be
money, girls, and pleasure intermingled in a rather superficial plot
complicated by scheming slaves, parasites, comic cooks, and
bawds. P

Most all of these characteristics are present in tonight’s presen-
tation of The Menaechmi.

Thank you for your patronage and support of this year’s theatre|season.




Cast

(In exmmx of appearance)

The Prologue ........... T S Tim White
Peniculus .. ......... e ............ P ,w,t_ Sleater
Menaechmus I ........... e | R ...... Wo, Doyen
Menaechmus II . ......... e ... ........... w% Brown
Erotium ................ e S uow:io ?@m\%om
Cylindrus .. ............. e e wm% wogﬁ
Messenio . .............. ......... S . .ﬁo.@ Wog”mo:
Slave Girl .. ........ L .................... wm:md ,Zm?oa
Mationa . .............. e . Sharon Struckhoff
Senex ... bovan e 3152,_58
Medicus ........... L A A Don <%:,Zﬁ2
Staves . ........... L. ................. Dannyj Boswell

Gary Lang, Butch Langelle

Production Staff

t

Director ............... e e - uo,o éimo:
Assistant Director .. ...... . e Penny 7 e &@i
Scene and Costume Design ......... .. .. ...... C:Lm Larson
Set Construction ... ....... e Steve mcﬁ:o::om

Sharon GEoF Lynne Smith, OmEEoW Marion,

Joyce Lehnhoff, Bill Sleater, zja Bieser

Lighting ............... R e Z;& Bieser
Sound ... ... .. .......... .MTE Day
Ticket Manager . ... ... ..... wH@:mT Queen
Publicity and Program................ ... Sheila Eof&:&m\ng

Maxine |Franklin
Reservations. .. .................. .. .. ..... Judy éomﬂm:
House Manager ...................... ... Sherry <mmm§

~ Scene _

A street in Epidamnus, Sicily - circa 2nd Century B. O,.

There will be a 10 minute intermission following Act 111,
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